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Ulcerated nodular lesion over the nasal tip
suggestive of basal cell carcinoma
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A 42-year-old woman presented with a slowly
progressive lesion over the nasal tip for the past
several months, associated with intermittent
crusting and occasional spontaneous bleeding. She
reported gradual enlargement of the lesion
without pain, fever, or systemic symptoms. There
was no history of trauma, infection, or similar
lesions elsewhere. On clinical examination, a
solitary, well-defined nodular growth with central
ulceration and crusting was noted over the nasal
tip. The surrounding skin showed erythema and
induration, and the margins appeared raised and
rolled. The lesion was firm, non-tender, and fixed
to the underlying skin. The diagnostic approach
was based on the characteristic clinical
morphology and its location on a chronically sun-
exposed area of the face. The presence of a
nodular lesion with ulceration, crusting, and
pearly, rolled edges strongly suggested a
malignant epithelial tumor. Based on these typical
features, a clinical diagnosis of basal cell
carcinoma was made. The final diagnosis was basal
cell carcinoma of the nasal tip. Important
differential diagnoses considered were squamous
cell carcinoma, actinic keratosis, and lupus
vulgaris, as these conditions may present with
ulcerated or nodular lesions over the face. The
patient was referred to the dermatology
department for further management, and surgical
excision was advised as the preferred therapeutic
intervention to achieve complete removal and
prevent local tissue destruction. In the short-term
follow-up, the patient remained clinically stable
while awaiting surgery. With early diagnosis and
complete excision, the prognosis is excellent, as
basal cell carcinoma rarely metastasizes but can
cause significant local damage if left untreated.

Figure 1: ulcerated nodular lesion over the nasal
tip consistent with basal cell carcinoma
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Figure 1: ulcerated nodular lesion over the nasal
tip consistent with basal cell carcinoma
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