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A 38-year-old patient presented with a large, 
asymptomatic, hyperpigmented plaque over the 
lower back, which had been present since birth. 
There was no history of pain, itching, discharge, 
ulceration, or recent change in size or color. The 
patient had no associated systemic illness and no 
personal or family history of malignancy. 
Cutaneous examination revealed a well-
demarcated, dark brown to black hairy 
hyperpigmented plaque measuring approximately 
large in size, occupying the lower lumbar region. 
The surface was densely covered with coarse 
terminal hairs, giving a characteristic “hairy” 
appearance. The surrounding skin was normal. 
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Based on the congenital onset and clinical 
morphology, the provisional diagnosis of giant 
congenital melanocytic nevus was considered. The 
important differential diagnoses included Becker 
nevus, epidermal nevus, and plexiform 
neurofibroma. Congenital melanocytic nevi are 
benign proliferations of melanocytes present at 
birth and are classified based on size. Giant 

variants are rare and carry an increased lifetime 
risk of malignant melanoma, particularly when 
larger than 20 cm in diameter. Although the 
present lesion is asymptomatic with no alarming 
features, long-term surveillance is essential. 
Surgical excision, laser therapy, or staged 
reconstruction procedures may be considered for 
cosmetic reasons or risk reduction. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: large congenital hyperpigmented hairy plaque over the lower back, consistent with a 
giant congenital melanocytic nevus (side view) 
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